Aetat.o4.]         Dinner in Johnson's house.
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having been entertained at his table. Tie told me,'I generally have a meat pye on Sunday: it is baked at a publick oven, which is very properly allowed, because one man can attend it; and thus the advantage is obtained of not keep-in"- servants from church to dress dinners1.'
April n, being Kaster-Sunday, after having attended Di-,ine Service at St. Paul's, I repaired to Dr. Johnson's. I had gratified my curiosity much in dining with JEAN JAQUES ROUSSEAU8 while he lived in the wilds of Neufchatel: I had as great a curiosity to dine with DR. SAMUKL JOHNSON, in the dusky recess of a court in Meet-street. I supposed we should scarcely have knives and forks, and only some strange, uncouth, ill-drest dish : but I found every thing in very good order. We had no other company but Mrs. Williams and a young woman whom I did not know. As a dinner here was considered as a singular phenomenon, and as I was frequently interrogated on the subject, my readers may perhaps be desirous to know our bill of fare. Foote, T remember, in allusion to Francis, the tu'grt>i was willing to suppose that our repast was black broth. But the fact was, that we had a very good soup, a boiled leg of lamb and .spinach, a veal pye, and a rice pudding3.
1 The next day Johnson recorded : •••' I have had some nights of that quiet and continual sleep whu'h I had wanted till I had almost forgotten it.' Pcinlt, Coll, AfSS,
y See ante, 5i. 13.
a We have the following account of Johnson's kitchen \\\ 1778: 'Mr. Thrale.—"And pray who is drrk of your kitchen, Sir?" Dr. J. —"Why, Sir, I am afraid there is none ; a general anarchy prevails in my kitchen, as I am told by Mr. Level, who says it is not now what it used to be." Mr. T.—" Hut how do you get your dinners drest?" Dr. J.—" Why, Dcamoultns IWH the chief management of the kitchen, but our roasting i.s not magnificent, for we have no jack." Mr. T.— "No jack? Why, how do they manage without?" Dr. J.—"Small joints, I believe, they manage with a string, and larger are done at the tavern. I have some thoughts {with a profound gravity) of buying a jack, because I think a jaek is Home credit to a house." Mr. T.— " Well, but you'll have a Hpit too ?" Dr. ].--•" No, Sir, no; that would be superfluous; for we .shall never use it; if a jack is seen, a spit \vill be presumed."' Mine. D'Arblay's Diary, \, 115.
Ofo om- a shtllinj,*. look not hint/ t«ui what was his own, kept a j^ood house, ctUertuinrd IU'H wiKhfw.w, \\tih a hearty welcome at his table, and wan charititblr to tht< jw••<»-, i r t.* those who had rather IH?K than work, liy giving ihnn thr i.H.i!-. tt'iiu it; that he died hnrnonscly rich, and built an hewjiiui/
